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Point three 
The Magazine of Toc H 


Toc H is a movement of people who 
seek to build friendships, and offer 
service, across the barriers that usually 
divide us from one another. The basic 
unit is a group - at best a good cross- 
section of the local neighbourhood - 
which meets together regularly, and 
seeks to serve the community around 
it. Toc H was founded in 1915 by the 
Revd P B ‘Tubby’ Clayton, and since 
then has been providing opportunities 
for people to test the Christian way by 
practical experiment. 


All members pledge themselves to try: 
1. To welcome all in friendship and 
lessen by habit of thought. word and 
deed the prejudices which separate 
people. 
To give personal service. 
To find their own convictions while 
listening with respect to the views of 
others. 
To acknowledge the spiritual nature 
of man and to test the Christian way 
by trying it. 


This magazine is a forum for ideas 
about Toc H and about the world, as 
well as a record of Toc H service. Its 
title derives from the third of these 
Four Points. 


Letters, articles and news items are 
welcomed and should be addressed to 
The Editor, Point three, at the address 
below. 


Opinions expressed (including the 
editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily those 
of the Toc H movement. 


Point three is available from Toc H 
Headquarters. Price: 30p per copy or 
£3.60 per annum. Any contribution 
towards the high cost of postage will 
be gratefully accepted. 


Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 

Tel: 0296 623911. 

Fax: 0296 696137. 


Editor: Ruth Boyd 


Cover: Winter scene at 
Ellesborough Church, 
near Wendover. From a 
watercolour by John Hull. 


Point three is printed 
on recycled paper 
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‘You are fettered’, said Scrooge. 
‘I wear the chains I forged in life’, replied the ghost. 
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Goodwill is not 
Enough 


As Toc H moves towards its 80th birthday in 1995, we might do well 
reflect on Ebenezer Scrooge, the unlikely hero of Dickens’ Christmas 
Carol. For, like Scrooge and Jacob Marley, our Movement has forged 
chains that, after nearly eight decades, weigh heavily on us, slowing u 
down at times to almost a standstill. Chains that create real obstacles 
and barriers to Toc H’s current progress and future development. 


Marley warned Scrooge that although he couldn’t see the chains that 
constrained him, they were there nonetheless. So it is for Toc H today. 
The chains are invisible, but they are there. 


And what labels might we put on those chains? Apathy, irrelevat 
obscure and perhaps outdated practices? Maybe. Refusing to rec 
today’s realities, the comfort of past successes, fear of what chang: 
might bring. Yes, maybe. If, like Scrooge, Toc H were to be visitec: 
three apparitions representing the past, present and future, what 


they show us? 


I leave you to consider your own answers to these questions. F 

what we all must recognise is that whatever labels we put on ' 

that hold us back, they are there. So, to the final question. Car 

Scrooge, face and accept the realities of our situation and make the 
changes that we must make if we are to take Toc H into the next 
millenium? Or, shall we persist in viewing the past through rose- 
coloured glasses, while refusing to look to the future at all? Surely the 
latter course is not only a betrayal of the trust placed in us through 
successive generations of Toc H members, but also denies hope to those 
whom Toc H can and must touch in the decades ahead. 


Christ's birth, which we celebrate at this time of the year, should give 
us renewed hope; a hope that is finally realised through the power of 
the crucifixion, when Our Lord freed each of us from the chains that 
bind us. 


Mike Lyddiar¢ 
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‘ison, Development Officer, H for Jean (E (CEC), Margaret Lawrence 


¿about the “Schools Under the Sky“ (Rushden Women), Mary Edwards Ann Puddicombe, (Huddersfield District) 
oject in Sylet, Bangladesh. (in the Chair for the first time this year) Chair NE Region 
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Ann Puddicombe - Again? Yes, but she had asked the 
Editor if she could be a ‘Page 37 girl for ncc in her life & 
is the inspiration for this page...and she has such charm! 


rd Beryl Collins (she found her missing diamond 
i ring in her suitcase at the end of Council!) 


Jackie Bartlett - Head of Training 
(Central Branch) 
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Pwo his year’s Council was 
notable for its feeling of 
positive optimism. There 
were some interesting evening 
sessions: staff member Karen 
Thomson talked with enthusiasm 
and commitment about her visit 
to the Schools Under The Sky 
project in Bangladesh, and 
retiring CEC member Julian 
Ranson spoke about his trip to 
Australia. He combined an 
interesting account of a visit to 
Toc «i Australia with some 
absorbing descriptions and slides 
of the locai flora and fauna. 
There was an excellent firework 
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CEC Chair, Mary Edwards 
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display on Saturday evening, 


paid for by contributions from 
attenders, and a warm welcome 
for our new director, Mike 
Lyddiard, whose inspiring 
address - following the close of 
Council business on Saturday - 
was the highspot of the 
weekend. 


Mary Edwards, in the Chair at 
Council for the first time, was 
both efficient and courteous. She 
introduced the members of staff 
who were attending for the first 
time, in particular Win Heal, 
Membership Secretary, who has 
been on the staff for 20 years and 
who will retire in the Spring of 
1994. There were nine new 
Councillors and seven visitors at 
this, the 72nd Council meeting of 
Toc H and the 24th integrated 
meeting. 


The appointment of the 12 Central 
Executive Committee members 
was confirmed. They are, in order of 
appearance on the photo: Neal Terry, 
Helen James, Arthur Heffernan, Jean 
Whiteman, Matthew Plumridge, Pat 
Turner, Adrian Dudman, John 
Evans, Di Claxton, John Cox, Mary 
Edwards(Chair) and Laurie Tuckey. 


The CEC 1993/94 
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Two other members were co- 
opted. They are staff member 
Paul Godley (based Herford, 
Germany) and Judi Ranson. 


Richard Stayman (Oatlands 
Branch) was appointed a Vice 
President, which prompted 
George Davis (Newbury Branch) 
to move that CEC should 
consider allowing Vice- 
Presidents a vote at Council. John 
Mitchell explained that the Royal 
Charter did not include this right. 


ng nthe CEC report to Central 

Council, Arthur Heffernan 

(Vice Chairman) highlighted 
the Anglo-German Conference in 
Berlin as a major ‘bench-mark’ in 
Toc H's achievements this year. (A 
report appears on page 13). He 
praised the success of the 
Overseas Development Fund and 
the continuing valuable support of 
membership to this cause. The 
committee managing the fund 
would be donating in the region of 
£10,000 towards international 
events during 1994. 


Director Mike Lydiard 
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establishe vtsional staff team, 
based in the Leeds area and 
covering an area Irom Scotland to 
the Wash. Development officer 
Norah Anderson has been 
appointed field officer. Newly 
appointed divisional training 
officer, Barry Englefield, and 
divisional public relations and 
appeals officer, Stuart Wroe, also 
attended Council. 


Barry Englefield 


Stuanr 
Whore 


Stuart Wroe 


The new Heads of Department 
under the Plan are Jackie Bartlett - 
Head of Training, Stewart Casimir 
- Head of Administration and 
Personnel, John Cook - Head of 
Finance and Properties 

and Timothy Day - Head of 
Development. Of these 
appointments, only John was from 
outside the Movement and this 
was his first attendance at Council. 


lalu Cook Head of Finance & Properties 


hen Arthur mentioned that 
WW had been raised for 

the development of projects 
throughout the year, Alan Brooke, 
(Chairman Mid-East Region) 
queried the figure in the CEC 
report. He said that the Mid-East 
Region alone had raised at least 
one sixth of this sum and that 
money raised for projects must be 
a great deal more than the total 
mentioned. John Biggerstaff, 
Methods Administration Officer, 
confirmed this. 


George Davis, on excellent form 
this year-with his keen intelligence 
very much in evidence - said that 
he would like the CEC report to 
give more details of the actual 
number of Cameos which have 
taken place over the year and the 
number of Friendship Circles that 
exist. 


George Davis (Newbury Branch) 
erry Conibeer, Honorary 
Treasurer, then presented a 
very lucid report on the 

accounts. He spoke about an 

increasing emphasis on training 
and on staff, in accordance with 
the implementation of the 

Strategic Plan. Our income from 

stocks and shares this year had 

been very satisfactory and mem- 
bership contributions totalled just 
under £72,000 - which worked out 


` at £14.32 per head of membership. 


Conversely, income from Deeds of 
Covenant had dropped quite 
significantly - from £1.24 to 85 
pence per person. Gerry made the 
point that expenditure on staff 
continues to be a major outlay, 
while the actual expenditure on 
the development of community 
service, at £1,262,804, represented 
over 76% of our spending and was 
therefore a significant investment 
in Toc H work. Former treasurer 
Ted Tunnadine congratulated 
Gerry on an excellent report. 


Gerry Conibeer - Treasurer 
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ulian Ranson then proposed 
the motion that in future the 
Vice Chairman of the Central 
Executive Committee would 
also be the Honorary General 
Secretary of Toc H. Fred Davis 
(Swindon & Wroughton Branch) 
protested that the appointment of 


an Executive Secretary instead ofa 


General Secretary when Stewart 


Casimir had taken up his appoint- 


ment in 1990 had constituted a 
breach of the Royal Charter. 


julian Ranson (CEC) 
——EEE 


EE Lae 


Fred Davis (Swindon & Wroughton Joint Branch) 


Executive Secretary Stewart Casimir 


John Mitchell assured Council that 
this had not been a breach of the 
Charter and Julian Ranson 
confirmed that it was perfectly 
legal to pass the motion without 
having to name a specific ae a 
for a post. George Davis proteste 
that this would result in voting for 
an ‘unknown’, but Matthew 
Plumridge (Woking Branch) 
explained that the person selected 
would be known to all by virtue of 


being a member of the CEC. The 
motion was carried. 


7.7 Matthew Phimridge - Member of the new CEC 


nne Puddicombe, (Chair 
North East Region), then 
proposed the motion that 
Council should charge the CEC to 
examine the anomalies / 
inequalities arising from branches 
being both a method and part of 
the policy structure of Toc H, to 
consult appropriately and report 
back to Central Council next year 
with recommendations. This was 
seconded by Sylvia Pratt (Shire 
Green Group). The motion elicited 
an excited response. Peter Sutton 
(North Bucks with Oxford 
District) asked whether one could 
become a member of Toc H 
without being a member of a 
branch. John Mitchell 
acknowledged that we needed to 
look long and hard at the legal 
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question of w onstitute: 
membership. resent the: 
were members of Central Branch, 
which was no more thana long list 
of names and could by no means 
constitute a branch under existing 
regulations, for example. 


ora Bloxham (Trustee) spoke 

of her involvement over half- 

a century ago in work which 
might now be described as 
Projects, CAMEOS and Friendship 
Circles. She queried why we used 
all these new names to distinguish 
Toc H work because, ‘Toc H is 
Toc H and we should belong to 
Toc Has a Movement if we agree 
to sign the membership form and 
provided that we believe in what 
we are saying’. Alison Somers 
(South Yorkshire District) 
enforced this sentiment by 
declaring forcefully, Tama 
member of Toc H. That is what 
membership should be. People 
should be encouraged to become 
members of Toc H; a part of 
Toc H, and to try all of Toc H’. 


Steven Clark (CEC) said it was ‘a 
brilliant motion and long 
overdue’. He quoted passages 
from Ken Prideaux-Brune’s new 
book, Time’s Mirror, which says 
that Toc H is made up of a number 
of separate movements. Steven 
stressed said that membership of 
Toc H doesn’t necessitate 
belonging to a branch, that people 
have a limited amount of time in 
their lives and may only have the 
time and inclination to be 
involved in one of our methods, 
such as CAMEOS. 


Other supporters of the motion 
included Neal Terry (CEC),and 
Nancy Kilburn (Chair Chiltern 
Hills Group) attending for the first 
time as a councillor, who said that 
she had 40 volunteers working in 
the Wendover Toc H Charity Shop 
who did not want to join the 
branch, but who would 
nonetheless like to join Toc H. 
Matthew Plumridge, Ronald 
Williams (Southport Branch), John 
Evans and George Davis all spoke 
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propos. ient to the 
resolu". us chat the CEC 
should c: sit eack to Councillors 


by June 1994 so that there would 
be time to feed members’ ideas 
back to CEC before next Central 
Council. This would enable the 
item to be put on the agenda for 
the 1994 Council. 


Harold Naylor (Lee Branch) 
seconded the amendment which 
was passed unanimously, but 
Betty Cornick (Trustee) sought 
assurance that the signing of a 
membership form would not be 
taken too lightly. She stressed 
that we should give people 
time to think strongly before 
accepting the commitment that 
undertaking membership 
involved. 


he next item on the agenda 
T concerned international 

relationships. Doug Parker 
(Mill Hill Branch) proposed a 


motion to strengthen the units of 
Toc H abroad, stating that: 


‘Over the years Toc H has become 
independent in various countries, 
without there being positive links 
between them all. With the case of 
present-day travel and 
communication, Council believes 
that Toc H, wherever it is 
established, would be stronger if 
there were links giving expression 
to the idea of the extended family 
of Toc H. Council instructs the 
CEC to examine ways by which all 
the independent representative 
organisations of Toc H, both in the 
UK and overseas, might be 
strengthened, and, once identified, 
to open a dialogue with the parties 
concerned. Progress to be reported 
to the 1994 Council.’ 


Doug wanted the CEC to look at 
ways of developing international 
links with the wider family, thus, 
‘strengthening the good thing thus 
begun’. Tony Cock supported the 
motion and George Davis gave 
enthusiastic approval from the 
floor - with the example of Help 


the Aged forming a Help the Aged 
International, which he felt might 
be a pattern to follow. Adrian 
Dudman deemed it a very 
important resolution and drew 
from his own recent visit to Toc H 
Zimbabwe in underlining the 
belief that members in other 
countries look to Toc H UK for 
support, as their mother country. 
He felt that we badly needed to 
increase such links rather than 
paying lip service to them. Betty 
Cornick suggested a twinning 
network which could also be 
used within the UK to link 
branches closer together. Jean 
Whiteman (CEC & Overseas 
Development Committee) pointed 
out that we are already in strong 
contact with the wider 
movement through the 

Overseas Development Fund. 


The motion was carried 
unanimously and the subject was 
returned to at Question Time on 
Sunday morning, when it was 
pointed out that there was no 
longer a staff International Officer. 
Former International Officer John 
Biggerstaff then explained how he 
had significantly developed 
communications with the wider 
family, particularly with Toc H 
Australia. 


ollowing the item on 
b international relationships, 

George Davis proposed that 
the CEC should rescind the 
resolution passed at the 1989 
Central Council, ruling that the 
appointment or reappointment of 
principal officers should be 
confirmed by Central Council 
within two months. He 
complained that the Birmingham 
meeting to agree the appointment 
of Mike Lyddiard as Director had 
been an unnecessary waste of 
time. This was hotly denied by 
several speakers from the floor, 
including Freda Parker, Sybil 
Rimmer and Arthur Heffernan. 
Arthur said that the Birmingham 
meeting had given an opportunity 
to introduce the new director to 
Councillors and that this was 


more appropriate than at Central 
Council in November, when a 
great deal of business had to be 
completed. Pat Turner then 
emphasised that there was an 
onus on membership to reinforce 
the fact that Toc His a 
membership-led Movement. The 
resolution was lost. 


Arthur Heffernan (Vice - Chairman) 


The 1992 
Charities Act 


Then came a resolution, proposed 
by Jean Whiteman and seconded 
by Gerry Conibeer, that Council 
should instruct the CEC to meet 
various requirements of the 1992 
Charities Act, such as providing 
treasurers with the best possible 
advice about the meaning of such 
regulations, to offer them support 
in meeting any requirements laid 
down in them, to take any action 
necessary, and to report annually 
to the following Central Council 
meeting any occasion during the 
preceding 12 months in which it 
had exercised such powers. 


ean pointed out that the new 
requirements would 
necessitate a simpler form 
than existed at present and 


stressed the fact that many branch 
accounts are not sent to Wendover 
in time. Accounts should be ina 
Toc H name, not in an individual's 
name. 


lan Brooke (Chair Mid-East 
A Region) supported the 

motion. David Mayhew, 
Divisional Chaplain, in supporting 
the motion also pointed out that 
this applied to all expenditure, 
including projects. Fred Davis lost 
an amendment. Jean Whiteman 
gave an assurance to Betty Cornick 
that the last thing the CEC would 
want would be to close a branch, 
and that they would do all they 
could to help branches in 
complying with the law. The 
motion was carried unanimously. 


The next item of business was of 
particular interest for readers! 
George Davis moved that Poin! 
three be the official reporting back 
to members on all matters 
discussed at Central Council. He 
was complimentary about the 
magazine, but pointed out that 
some of his rejected motions last 
year had not been covered. Steven 
Clark (CEC) said that it was bad 
enough listening to all the items 
at Council, let alone reading 
about them. Arthur Crane (Mid- 
East Region) said that the 
magazine was not supposed to be 
the London Gazette and that we 
shouldn't interfere with the 
freedom of the editor! The motion 
was rejected unanimously. 


Then came another motion from 
George Davis, suggesting that 
annual reports of the CEC should 
itemise the method of recruitment 
to Toc H - whether through 
branches, projects, friendship 
circles or CAMEOS. He referred 
to a drop of 30% in the 
membership of the Southern 
Region and the secretary, John 
Stevens, hotly rejected the 
inference that the region was in 
terminal decline. Stewart Casimir 
said that the new application 
forms for membership detail 
questions about how members 
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have been recruited. Harry Brier 
(Vice-President) expressed 
concern that passing the motion 
might lead to judging Toc H by 
the number of new members and 
the amount of money generated. 
Harry stressed that what finally 
mattered was the quality of what 
we do and the enthusiasm with 
which we do it. This was affirmed 
by Chris Williams (Chair W. 
Midlands/S.Wales), who stressed 
that our playschemes and projects 
are some of the best in the 
country and that we did not want 
to threaten this achievement by 
encouraging people to sign -up 
just to get an increase in numbers. 
T debate about whether Toc H 
should lend support to the 
promotion of a national lottery. 
The debate involved a request 
that Council should instruct the 
CEC to ensure that Toc H 
nationally makes no such 
applications and that no branches, 
groups, committees or other units 
of Toc H make any applications. 
John Mitchell proposed the 
motion with some passion, 
supported by Gerry Conibeer. 
The debate was very heated, 
although entirely amicable, and 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
The motion was narrowly lost, 
and it could be summed up by the 
remark of a former treasurer, 
overheard by the editor at tea- 
time,to a CEC member: ‘That 
solves Toc H’s financial problems’. 
To which there was the speedy 


reply, ‘Ali, but what about Toc H's 
soul?’ 


The motion was rejected. 


here then followed an hour's 


The last motion was from 
George Davis, asking the CEC to 
consider the possibility of re- 
establishing residential houses in 
major cities on the lines of the 
original Marks. This was rejected 
as not being relevant to the needs 
of the modern world. 


Ron Williams (Southport Joint) 
supported George’s sentiments, 


having come inte 2 Movers «t 
through the Mark-, but felt tha; 
we couldn't ‘hark back to the old 
days, because we must accept the 
necessity of becoming more 
progressive’. 


Ron Wiliams (Southport Joint Branch) 


One item on the agenda was 
moved to a discussion issue. Doug 
Parker regretted that there could 
not be a vote on the item, which 
was about the use of the Toc H 
name. He wanted Council to 
instruct the CEC to ascertain all 
uses of the Toc H name not 
authorised by the Movement and 
to develop guidelines for the 
controlled use of the name Toc H, 
particularly when used for trading 
purposes, and to report back to 
Council next year. 


Doug Parker (Chairman S.E. Region) 


here was of interest in the 
subject anc junn Mitchell stated 
that many people using the name 
are affiliated to Toc H. He said 
that there needed to be sensitivity 
in this area because some 
organisations had been using our 
name for more than 25 years and 
some, such as the Derbyshire 
Children’s Camp, are registered as 
separate charities. He felt that 
‘gentle persuasion’ would be more 
appropriate than hammering the 
table. Mary Edwards concluded 
the discussion by saying that the 
good name of Toc H was 
continually under consideration. 
Business finished at 5.45 pm. 


The New Director 


There followed a very rousing 
address from the new Director, 
Mike Lyddiard, who was 
rapturously welcomed into the 
Movement. His main emphasis 
was to stress his belief that we 
have a great deal to offer a world 
which is increasingly in need. To 
those people who continually 
belittle the Movement, including 
members, he said ‘Coie and see 
what I see’. He saw a great deal 
with which to feel proud and 
encouraged and emphasised three 
points: that we must rid ourselves of 
fixed idens, of inflexibility and of 
living in the past. 


e felt that ‘moving forward 
Hee the times’ was vital and 
that we had impeccable 

credentials to take with us. We 
needed to re-establish regular 
communication with churches of 
all denominations, with 
representatives of other faiths and 
cultural groupings: with business, 
sport and the arts; with the great 
and the good. He felt that there 
was much to be gained in terms of 
publicity for Toc H. 


He wanted every member to make 
a commitment to do three things 
each year - to take one individual 
action that would make a positive 
difference to Toc H and to their 
own personal growth, to 
encourage at least one other 
member to do the same, and to 
participate in one new corporate 
action with fellow members and 
others that would reach out into 
the local community. He urged us 
to go forward in faith, not in fear, 
and that, in the words of St Paul, 
‘We are members of one another and 
of Christ’. 


ext day, John Mitchell gave a 
Neen message as Director. 

He spoke passionately about 
his belief in Toc H. For him, too, 
there was plenty to ‘Come and see’. 
He urged members not to be 
fearful of new people and not to 
be afraid of going out into the 
highways and byeways to compel 
people to get involved with Toc H. 
Many people were very moved by 
his words. John stressed that he 
was not leaving the staff, rather he 
would be joining the Oxford team 
as a Development Officer. 


Mary Edwards warmly thanked 
John for his loyal service as 
Director and presented him with 
the biggest bird table imaginable, 
on behalf of the Hazel Grove 
Branch, as well as a cheque from 
the membership. 


Council concluded with the Act of 
Worship and Revd David 
Mayhew read from John 1:35. This 
developed the theme of ‘Come and 
see’ which Mike had used several 
times to emphasise all the vital 
ingredients that Toc H can 
produce to improve a desperately 
undernourished world. In an 
inspiring address, which 
supported the words of both Mike 
and John, the National Chaplain, 
the Revd Alan Johnson, 
emphasised the words of the 
Gospel of St John and the need for 
Toc H to ‘go forward in faith’. 


Council certainly ended ona high 
note! 


Ruth Boyd 
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Retiring Director John Mitchell with Mary Edwards 


BRANCH NEWS 
Happy Christmas 


Denny Toc H Handicapped Club Holiday. 

This year the holiday grew to two separate weeks al 

Toc H’s centre in the Lake District, because of increased 
menibership of the Club. The holidays took place in July 
and August and were a resounding success. Trips to 
neighbouring towns, a sail on Lake Windermere, a visit to 
the Beatrix Potter Museum, the Pencil Factory in Kendal, 
and a day spent at the Pleasure Beach in Blackpool were 
the main activities enjoyed by members. 


Beds, Herts and Bucks Area Rally Approximately 
120 people attended the Area Rally, which was held 
on Saturday 9 October in Biggleswade. Old friends 
greeted each other, bought raffle tickets and visited 
the bookstall. After lunch David Hill, National 
Development Officer for Friendship Circles, gave an 
interesting talk about the formation of Friendship 
Circles in the district. There followed a rousing 
music session on the keyboard and then the drawing 
of the raffle. Each branch had been asked to donate a 
prize and there was a magnificent display of fruit, 
vegetables, wine, chocolates, biscuits and plants. The 
Rally ended with a service led by the Revd Robert 
Sibson, Padre to Biggleswade Ladies Branch. We all 
enjoyed his quotes from Tubby’s writings, and 
would like to express our grateful thanks to all the 
organisers involved in this very successful day. 


Members of Rochdale, Greenbank and Spotland 
Branches held a very enjoyable coffee morning in 
October, raising £131 for Toc H funds. 
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Publicity for +. 
Mike Lyddiard began his first wo.» «3 Director wilh. 
an interview on Three Counties Raw (Beds, Bucks & 
Herts), 9.15 - 9.25 am on 9 November. 


The Revd Neil Llewellyn, vicar of St George’s, 
Ieper, and Toc H staff chaplain for Talbot House, 
conducted the Remembrance Day service from St 
George’s on 11 November. Neil was seen on News at 
Ten, BBC News, and was interviewed on the Radio 4 
Today programme. 

The Remembrance Sunday programme on Radio 2, 
7 - 9.30 am, from Ieper, included interviews with 
Neil in the Upper Room at Talbot House and at St 
George’s. Two young Germans, who participated in 
the ‘Cleaning War Graves’ Cameo (see October's 
Point three), spoke about their experience, and Peter 
Luning talked about the modern Toc H which 
brings people together and about the branches in 


Germany. 


Trimley Branch 
members, Margaret 
Watkinson and 
Dorothy Huggins, 
designed the 
arrangement for the 
Flower Festival held 
in St Martin’s 
Church, Trimley. 
The Toc H poster, 
by the late Leslie 
Bainton was in 
pride of place. 


Heme! Hempstead Branch write that once again 
they had the pleasure of entertaining a party of 36 
people from Prideaux House. A splendid tea 
followed a coach ride to Dunstable Downs and the 
day was rounded off witha rousing sing-a-long. In 
the words of leader, Molly Cariton, ‘This was the 
highlight of the Londoner’s year’. 


Angela Gregory and Maureen Williams of the Chiltern 
Hills Branch, present Terry Brown, Development Officer 
Munster, with a cheque towards Toc H work in Albania. 
The photograph was taken at Central Council in 
November. Proceeds of a Christmas sale held at 
Headquarters on behalf of the Branch raised over £100. 


The editor took this photo at the Parkhurst and Shanklin 


Branches District meeting on the Isle of Wight in October. 


The Colsterdale 
Open Day took 
place on 9 
October. Visitors 
were able to enjoy 
a splendid buffet 
lunch and see the 
many 
lunprovements 
that have been 
carried out during 
the year. A 
significant 
contribution 
towards the 
redecoration has 
been carried out - a 

by prisoners from Northallerton youd Offenders 
Institution. Warden Keith Crocker would welcome 
booking enquiries - contact him on Ripon (0765) 689382. 


Twelve members of Cambridge Branch found it a 
memorable and inspiring experience when they visited 
Flanders in September. They stayed at Talbot House, 
where Branch Secretary Neville Minas was the warden for 
the month. The photo shows Roger Griffiths placing a 
wreath at the Ts of Gilbert ae in S Wood. 


Corwen Branch are proud of their troupe of 40 
Majorettes, ranging in age fron 4-15. They gave an 
excellent demonstration to members prior fo the 
Gwynedd District meeting on 6 October. The majorettes 
frequently take part in local carnivals and other events. 
Perhaps members would like to book them for their own 
celebrations. Eric Gale, Chairman of Corwen Branch and 
Gwynedd District would be delighted to hear from 
members on: 0490 412796. 


Full steam ahead at the Dorset Border District holiday 
project at Lindridge House. Dennis Till sent in this 
photograph taken at the Paignton to Kingswear Steam 
Railway. 
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This is to certify that 


the achievements and contributions of 


Tek Holland. 


Shortlisted nominee 


were commended by the judges of 


THE 1993 GOLDEN AWARDS 


in the category of 


D 


/ 
ye 


—— 
Peter Bowring, President 


EAS l k NECO 9 Hep the Aged 3 


Nine residents from Cell Barnes Hospital enjoyed a visit Congratulations to Jack Holland of Buckingham Branch 


to a Theme Park on their trip to Talbot House. Tony who has been commended by the judges of the 1993 
Lewis of Wellingborough Branch, writes that many Golden Awards for ‘Outstanding Service to the 
friendships were established and that it was a very Community’. Jack was presented with the award on 28 
successful project. October at Stoke Mandeville Hospital, which he has been 


visiting for 18 years. 


Hazel Grove Branch recently held a coffee day in the 
garden of a member's home, which raised £100 for the 

Family Purse. Secretary Edward Pym reports that this 
involved much battling with the rain! 


South East Region Project. Jim Simpson, project 
leader, sent in this photo of young people from the East 
End who enjoyed an August holiday near Southend. 


John Mitchell presented the Rushlight to 
the new Jaywick Group when he 
attended their meeting on 28 September. 
Alan Brooke, Mid-East Regional 
Chairman, opened the meeting and Jolin 
took the Initiation Ceremony, welcoming 
Martin Whitmill, Heidi Sheath, Alison 
Goffe, Carl Attrill, Colin Goffe, Perry 
Goodman and Mark Hammersley into 
the family of Toc H. Members from 
Clacton, Ipswich and Trimley 
supported the evening and wished the 
Jaywick Group well. 


One of the highpoints of the year for Scottish 
Branches is the annual get-together at Dunblane. 
This year’s guest speaker (see page three!), was 
Anne Puddicombe, Chair of the North East 
Region. Maurice Dawson, the secretary of 
Skelmorlie and Wemyss Bay, writes: ‘Never let it 
be said that the Scots are not able and willing to apply 
their minds and bodies for the common good, 
especially if it is for the improvement and maintenance 
of their membership. This disposition became 
abundantly clear at the annual conference on 9/10 
October. 


Anne set us the task of working out for ourselves the 
course of action necessary to increase membership and 
bring the Movement in Scotland into a more vibrant 
state of health. We worked in groups and discovered 
that we had all been thinking on much the same lines. 
A plea was raised for the introduction of a more 
middle-aged and younger category of membership. 


The Scottish Conference. 


One of the main problems raised was the vast distance 
between branches, and problems with transport. 


The attitude of members to projects was very 
interesting. We felt that a number of branches with 
ongoing activities did useful work, especially for the 
aged and handicapped, although they seldom 
considered these endeavours as projects. We felt that 
the scope of such work was more applicable to regions 
and branches who can work in closer cooperation than 
is possible in Scotland. 


If was a most enjoyable conference and our regional 
secretary, Isabella Baird, who coordinated activities, as 
usual thought of everything. Chairman, Jim 
Beveridge, who led us in prayer and song, also banded 
our thoughts together to make this an occasion to be 
well remembered.’ 


Toc H Anglo-German Conference 


On 12 September a party of UK members departed 
Harwich for Hamburg, en route to Berlin for our 
first conference with German members. The 
appointment of development staff in Germany has 
led to a growing and enthusiastic membership. 
The aim of the conference was to provide an 
interface with established UK membership, to 
share experience and knowledge of Toc H and to 
discuss the future set-up and administration of 
Toc H in Germany. 


The group stayed at Edinburgh House, Berlin. The 
first day allowed time to recover from the rigours 
of travel and the opportunity for sight-seeing. 
Some of the group visited the Sachsenhausen 
concentration camp while others, by contrast, 
visited Sansoucci, the great palace complex of 
Frederick the Great of Prussia. We enjoyed a sight 
of the Olympic Stadium, The Reichstag and a walk 
through the Brandenburg Gate into the former 
eastern part of the city. 


Business began on Wednesday morning. We 
shared experiences, with reports on operations in 
both countries, which created a common 
understanding. Terry Brown (DO Munster) spoke 
about the work that he is doing with refugee 
children, as reported in Point three, October. Peter 
Luning (Paderborn member) spoke of his 


experience in bringing together groups with 
members of different nationalities to undertake 
projects. The Cannock Chase project was ably 
presented by Chris Williams (Chairman, West 
Midlands and South Wales), who stressed that the 
project was organised by members. Jane 
Bridgeman (DO Berlin), John Evans (CEC) and 
Anne Puddicombe (Chairman, North East 
Region), spoke about their work with CAMEOS. 


We split into small groups to learn of some of the 
problems that exist for members working in 
Germany. Not least of these is the fact that there is 
no charitable status concept in Germany, which 
makes fundraising difficult. 


Next day, discussions developed the debates of 
the previous day. The conference agreed several 
positive recommendations for referring to the 
Services sub-Comumittee, and subsequently to the 
CEC. These included suggestions for new 
publicity materials and the position of staff in the 
new management structure. The group 
recommended that Toc H in Germany should be 
recognised as a region as soon as possible and that 
councillors might be elected in time for the 1994 
Central Council. 


Neal Terry M 
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Letters 


Exploring the Fourth Point 

I have just attended my first leadership training 
weekend at Colsterdale. We explored the Fourth 
Point of the Compass and how this should be put 
into projects. I must say, I found the whole event 
brilliantly choreographed from beginning to end, 
and so well led. Since returning home I have had 
time to reflect, and feel I now know better the 
richness of fellowship those men found so long ago 
in the Old House, and why, as a result, this great 
Movement began. 


Roger Gadd 
Stockport 


Toc H in Albania 

I have just read the article about the ‘German Project - 
Muenster’ and ‘Toc H is Taking Root in Albania’ (Point 
three, October). That would have been unimaginable 
a year or two ago and we are most fortunate as a 
Movement to have on the staff someone like Terry 
Brown, who seized the opportunity of bringing 
Salem and Nevi Meco into Toc H, and so inspired 
them that they have gone back to Tirana and started 
a Toc H group. We welcome them and hope we can 
support them by prayer and in any other way that is 
possible. 


Audrey Elvin 
Huddersfield 


Thanks For Your Thoughts... 

Can I use your magazine to thank all those at 
Council who were concerned about my health and 
who assisted me from time to time. I thought you 
would like to know that I am still waiting for a 
hospital appointment for my knee operation. My 
very best wishes to you all. 


Fred Davis 
Swindon 


The Garment of Conviction 


Have you seen a face to which you cannot put a 
name? Or had an itch that you could not scratch? 
Toc H is just like that at the moment. It has an air of 
anxiety and a loss of passion and purpose. 


There are members who believe that Toc H is 
terminally ill. They have already begun to grieve. 
Their attitude is such that they ignore the present, 
relive the past and mourn the future. 


That mysterious group of people who are said to 
control Toc H are responsible for its condition. ‘They’ 
should have done something to prevent illness. Now 
they have had to bring in the surgeons to operate on 
what may be inoperable. Membership, the life blood 
of Toc H, has been allowed to haemorrhage away for 
years. Despite expressions of concern over this state 
of affairs, they have lacked the faith to reach out to 
touch the hem of the garment of conviction that 
would have staunched the flow. 


Is there a cure? It is thought that a transfusion of new 
blood is long overdue and the search for compatible 
donors to be too late. A strategic plan of treatment 
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has been adopted to try and save the life of Toc H. 
This is said to be expensive and the prognosis 
doubtful. 


These medical procedures are an act of faith. The 
appointment of two medical teams at the head and 
heart is an expression of that faith. No expense is to 
be spared in this life saving effort. This is seen as a 
recognition of the critical condition of the patient. 
Their diagnosis has conferred serious responsibility. 
They are well aware that after several consultations 
opinions differ, 


Those who doubt the treatment are unsure how the 
body will react. They are fearful of rejection. In their 
opinion the procedures to be adopted are unsafe. 
They remain unconvinced that there is medication 
that is designed to overcome that anticipated 
rejection. They are worried that this course of 
treatment will create a trauma from which the body 
will never recover. One question remains and has 
not been addressed. What if the patient has lost the 
will to live? 

Bill Bains W 


New Members 


Welcome to 12 new members 


Mrs Christina Williams (Belfairs W) 
Rupert Lavington (Berlin J Group) 
Mrs Edna L Sharman (Broughton Astley W) 
Revd David H P Jones (Cirencester J) 

John W Taylor (Great Harwood M) 

Revd Mark W Hayton, 

Thomas W Harden (Kennington J) 

Revd Anthony Pick (Melton Mowbray M) 
Mrs Winifred Perkins (Rushden Pytchley W) 
Mrs Joan Rundle (St Annes J) 

Mrs W P Freer, 

Miss K M Hollamby (Sandown/Shanklin J) 


Deaths 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members 


In July- Dorothy M Turner (Kempston) 


In September- Horace A Braine (Wolverhampton) 


Mary J Donaldson (Coupar Angus) 
In October- Esther Betts (Kirkley) 
Sidney F J Booth (Morecambe) 
Leslie Dixon (Kendal) 
Marjorie Fox ( Newport) 
Marjorie W ‘Madge’ Graham ( Wakefield) 
Revd Canon Gerry W J Harmer 
(a former member of staff) 
Elizabeth A Laughland (Kirkly) 
Lorna R Reeves (Thanet Dictrict) 


Not previously recorded 
Marguerita ‘Rita’ Fowler (Central Branch) 


Rita Fowler, former General Secretary of the Women’s Association 
who died in October will be greatly missed. The first thing one 
noticed about Rita was her lovely smile. Behind this was a charming 
manner. Add to that her interest in and appreciation of music, books 
and the arts, and one had a rounded personality based on a 
Christian faith. She joined the staff of Toc H Women’s Association as 
General Secretary in 1954. She was not then a Toc H member and the 
first year was especially hard for her as she came to grips with our 
methods and philosophy. Although a capable and experienced 
secretary, she had much to learn about working with the mixture of 
members in Toc H. Needless to say she won through ina 
remarkable way and was fortunate in having the advice and support 
of experienced Chairwomen, which she much appreciated. Rita’s 
interest in people was a great asset and she made many good friends 
in Toc H. The Women’s Association had no Director and Rita 
became ‘the boss’ to staff members. She was a good strong team 
leader and we remember 11 happy years with her. Rita left the staff 
in 1965 in order to nurse her invalid mother and subsequently 
returned to live in her much-loved Sussex, among old friends from 
Glyndebourne days. Many of us continued to visit her there. EW 


Arthur Kitch, founder member of Chard Branch, has died at the age 
of 82. He played a tremendous part in the life and activities of the 
Branch, responding to every cali, and had held all branch offices. He 
stood down as Treasurer when his health failed. He was honoured 
by Chard Town Council and by Toc H for 50 years of unselfish 
service in the community. We shall remember him. DT 
It is with much sadness that members of Wolverhampton Branch 
report the death of Horace Braine, at the age of 79. He had beena 
member of the Branch for aver 60 years and had held many offices - 
latterly Pilot of Branch and District. He was a life-long member of 
his church choir and for many years a member of Wolverhampton 
Orpheus Choir. He was an accomplished pianist and spent many 
hours entertaining sufferers from MS. An inspiration to us all, 
Horace will be greatly missed. DLB 
During her 43 years in the Post Office and 25 years in Toc H, Cis 
Tilley, who died on 31 October at the age of 85, was well known in 
Newbury for her work with the Multiple Sclerosis Society and the 
Hard of Hearing Club. Her love of gardening was put to good use, 
raising funds for Toc H and other causes. She represented the White 
Horse Vale District on the Central Council and was a pivotal 


member in Newbury. GD 


Special Tributes 


The passing of Flo Mellor in August at the age of 86 brought to an 
end a lifetime of real Christian effort, more than 40 years of which 
was spent with Toc H. She was a leading member of the original 
Toc H group set up in Crewe to provide holidays in Rhyl for 
deprived children from the Manchester area. This resulted in the 
establishment of the Toc H Centre at Rhyl, where she served as 
fundraiser, encourager, general worker and often cook. A founder 
member of the Crewe and Nantwich Women’s Branch until it closed, 
she then joined Shavington Branch. She was proud to be among those 
who received Maundy money from the Queen at Chester and it was 
perhaps fitting that she spent one of her last weeks at Alison House 
for the Friends and Neighbours week. Flo loved the House and the 
company of friends gathered over a lifetime. 

CC 


Sidney Booth, who died on 21 October, was secretary of Morecambe 
Joint Branch for nearly 15 years. Sid was always willing to help 
others, both at the branch and at Sefton Road United Reformed 
Church, where he was a regular attender. He had a keen sense of 
humour which endeared him to all who knew him. We shall miss 
him greatly and give thanks for his life. BC 
Catherine (Cathy) Thornton of Morecambe Branch died on 26 
October after a long illness. She had been unable to take part in 
branch activities for several years due to infirmity, but had been 
Branch Treasurer during the 1970s. She helped where she was able 
and was always cheerful, She will be missed by her family and 
friends and we give thanks for her life. BC 
John Montague Beale (JP) died on 9 October, after suffering a heart 
attack. He had been an active supporter of Tac H for 65 years and 

had been a resident at a Toc H Mark while living in London. John 
was in the forefront of Jobmaster activities at Bournemouth Branch 
and was instrumental in the branch taking over 20 Poole Road, 
Bournemouth, from the Charity Commissioners, for use as a hostel 
for young business men and the remaining apprentices of the Gordon 
Boys Messenger Corps. A chapel in the house was dedicated by 
Tubby and used regularly. John will be greatly missed. His concern 
for the neecly in many areas was demonstrated by the large number 
attending his funeral service. Many will remember his ‘rhyming 
reflections’: 

‘We can but hope to hear the words well done, when our last race has 


finally been run’. 
GS 
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Archive 
Collection 


To complete the archive collection 
at Headquarters, the following books are 
required: 


Memories of Little Talbot House - ex-Sergeant R.G.A. 


In Flanders Fields - 1954 edition. 
Fishers of Men - 2nd edition, Forward by 
John Graham. 
Birth of a Movement - Ist edition 1946. 
Birthday Vigil of Toc H - 1965 edition. 
National Garden Festival Programme, 
Gateshead 1990. 
Prideaux House Toc H. 
Code of Friendship - Toc H casebook 1963-64. 
Upstream - A Short History of Toc H 
in Eastern Canada 1920-36, J.M.N. Jackson. 
India, Burma & Toc H - Musafir. 
Regulations & Byelaws for L.W.H. 
South Africa 1939. 
Constitution of Toc H South Africa 1933. 
Toc H South Africa, God & Toc H. 
Toc H Public School, C.D. Chin - Souvenir. 
Toc H Australia, 1st 60 years 1925-85 
(L. Altichwager). 


If you have a copy of any of the above and would like it to 
be included in the archive library, please contact 
Louisa Evans at Headquarters. 

(Please do not post directly to Wendover). 


Ceremony 
of Light 


Anne Puddicombe, Chairman of the North East 
Region, has designed this needlework kit. 


Kits, which include everything you need to 
complete the design, are only £6.50. 
For the design chart only: £2.50. 


All proceeds will go towards the work of Toc H, in 
particular the 24 hour vigil for the World Chain of 
Light in Huddersfield. 
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Please contact: 
Anne Puddicombe, 
9 Healey Wood Crescent, 
Brighouse, 
West Yorkshire HD6 3RP. 
Tel: 0484 720693 


Alison House 


Details of our Spring and Summer activities for 1994 are now available. They include: 


‘SPRING’ PAINTING WEEK (Tutor - Harry Muscott) 


ACCENT ON POETRY’ WEEK-END 


PASTEL & OIL PAINTING (Tutor - Mr David Newbould) 

ALISON HOUSE SPRING GARDEN PROJECT (With John Biggerstaff) 
THE BREW HOLIDAY WEEK (Hosted by Vera Brew) 

FRIENDS & NEIGHBOURS WEEK (Hosted by Rose Coates) 
‘SUMMER’ PAINTING WEEK (Tutor - Harry Muscott) 


FRIENDS OF ALISON HOUSE WEEK 


ALISON HOUSE AUTUMN GARDENING 
Full details of these and other events at Alison House 
may be obtained by sending a large SAE to:- 
Bill & Dorothy Pepper, Alison House, Intake Lane, Cromford, Matlock, Derbyshire. DE4 3RH 
Telephone: (0629) 822316 


Smal! Ads 


rest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT. 


(Hosted by Leslie Richardson) 


Small advertisements must be received (with remittance) five weeks before publication 
day. which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The charge is 10p a word (minimum £1) 
three Magazine. Rates of display advertisements can be obtained from the Editorial Office, Toc H 


23rd - 29th April 
29th April - 2nd May 
8th-13th May 
23rd-27th May 

2nd - 9th July 

10th - 16th July 

24th - 30th July 

7th - 13th August 
3rd - 7th October 


Put Christ Back Into Christmas 


with our Chrisnnas cards aud booklets: 


Send for samples to: Norheimsund Books and Cards, | Whitney Road 
Burton Latimer, Kettering, Northants NN15 55L. Tel: 0536 723004 


